HOW ASKYSCRAPER CAN TURN
THE SUN INTO A “DEATH RAY”

Sunlight

1. Sunlight hits reflective
glass side of the building.

2. Concave shape of the building
causes the light reflecting off the
glass to focus into a small point on
the ground

3. When light i1s focused into a small
area it will generate more heat than
difused light. As the sun moves -
across the sky the
hot spot also moves.

Jaguar XJ

The hotspot effect
currently lasts around
two hours per day. It is
expected to be present
for two to three weeks
due to the changing of
the position of the sun
in the sky.

sunlight melts parts of a
Jaguar XJ parked on
Eastcheap Street.
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Rafael Vinoly’s
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20 Fenchurch Street:
Rafael Vinoly’s Walkie
Talkie tower
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Path of hotspot
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